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§ Briefly introduce the work of the Children’s Rights Alliance
§ Developing a strong evidence base for child poverty 

advocacy work
§ Building a campaign around policy asks 
§ But has it delivered change?

Overview
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About the Children’s Rights Alliance
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• The Children’s Rights Alliance unites over 140 
members working together to make Ireland 
one of the best places in the world to be a 
child.

• We change the lives of all children in Ireland 
by making sure that their rights are respected 
and protected in our laws, policies and 
services.

• We identify problems for children 
• We develop solutions 
• We educate and provide information on 

children’s rights 
• We unite our members and put pressure 

on government to put children first 



05.12.20124

Ways in which we work

Gap Analysis
Advocate for 

legislative and 
policy reform 

Representative 
and consultative 

role

Access to Justice 
Legal Service
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Developing a strong evidence base for 
advocacy work
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Report Card 
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§ Span key policy areas such as health, 
education, immigration, housing, and family 
law

§ Tracking 16 commitments which cover infancy 
through to adolescence
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Approach to the Child Poverty Monitor

• Informed by the European 
Commission’s Recommendation 
Investing in Children: Breaking 
the Cycle of Disadvantage.

• A common framework to ensure 
synergies across policy areas.

• A three-pillar approach - focused 
on adequate resources and 
affordable quality services and 
the right to participate. 
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Key sections in the Child Poverty Monitor
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• Children’s Rights approach
• Explicit connection with European policy
• National data
• Analysis of current policy responses
• Review of research 
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Building the case for policy change
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Building an advocacy campaign around policy 
asks
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End Child Poverty Week 2023





Media Coverage
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§ Programme for Government /change of Taoiseach
§ Alternative education
§ Food Poverty Working Group
§ Stakeholder engagement on early years
§ EU Child Guarantee
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Other Levers for Change
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But has it delivered change? 
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Tackled the cost of education by introducing free school books to 
primary schools and junior cycle

Reached a milestone investment of €1bn in early years (delivered 
5 years early) and commitment to initial phase of EPM.

Significant social protection allocation to tackle cost of living.

Budget 2023 contained no child benefit payment for children in 
Direct Provision, but funding committed in Budget 2024. 

Inadequate increases to qualified child allowance.
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Budget 2023 and Budget 2024
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Final comments
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